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The second marking period ended on Friday, January 13th and report 

cards were sent home with your child on Thursday, January 26th.  

Report cards are used to identify strengths and weaknesses of the 

individual student.  When a child receives a good grade in a subject, it 

is important to build on that subject by expanding the area of 

knowledge for the child.  When a child receives a grade below their 

achievement level, it is necessary to determine what might have 

caused a problem in that subject.   

The report card should be used as a tool to help children learn as 

much as they possibly can.  When your child gets good grades 

encourage him/her to keep up the good work.  If your child gets poor 

grades, try to find out why and then work with your child to help 

correct any weaknesses as soon as possible.  Please feel free to use the 

resources in our school to help you help your child improve.  Whenever 

you have a concern or question about your child’s progress, please 

contact the school and set up a conference with your child’s 

teacher(s) and any support staff who work with your child.  Classroom 

teachers, reading specialists, guidance counselors and the 

administration are always available to meet with parents to develop 

strategies to help a student improve.  We will do whatever it takes to 

help all of our students succeed.   

We pride ourselves on consistently meeting or exceeding the 

attendance standard of 94% set for students by MSDE.  Research shows 

that attendance is the single most important factor in school success. 

Being on time for school is important as well. A student who arrives ten 

minutes late every day will miss nearly one hour of instruction each 

week. Our instructional day ends at 3:50.   In addition our teachers 

prepare meaningful morning work for all of our grade 1-5 students to 

complete each day.  This morning work provides reinforcement of 

previously learned skills.  Your child’s report card indicates their daily 

attendance rate as well as how many days your child has been tardy.  

Please review that data and make any adjustments to your daily 
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schedule that are needed to help your child be here on time and 

regularly.  Each new quarter of the school year provides an opportunity 

for a fresh start.   

Emergency Drills: 

Throughout the year we practice a variety of drills to prepare us for any 

emergency situation that might arise.  Each month we are required to 

hold a fire drill.  A minimum of twice a year we also hold the following 

drills: severe weather drills, 500 Foot drills (in the event that we need to 

move a great distance away from the building), and lock down drills.  

At the beginning of the year the teachers are provided with a set of 

procedures for each type of drill and we reflect on the effectiveness of 

the drills as a staff following a drill. We then make any adjustments to 

the drill procedures that might be needed.  We take the safety of our 

students and staff very seriously and these drills help all of us be 

prepared in the event of an emergency. 

Forgotten Homework 

One of the most difficult challenges that parents face is to let their 

children experience the negative consequences of their actions or 

inaction’s.  At Fort Garrison we are trying to teach the students 

responsibility for their class work and homework.  One of the policies we 

have is that students are not allowed to return to their classrooms after 

school hours when they have forgotten their homework.  Every 

classroom teacher provides time at the end of the day for the students 

to pack up the materials they need for their homework.  They also 

encourage the students to have a homework buddy to call in case 

they forget their homework.  Please support our efforts to help your 

child be responsible.   

 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Our Kindergarten Registration will take place on Wednesday, March 29, 2017. Children who will turn five on 

or before September 1, 2017, are eligible to register for kindergarten. You will need to bring the following 

documentation with you in order to complete the registration process: 

1. Your child’s birth certificate                                                        

   2. Your child’s immunization records                                                

3. Your proof of residency, which may include a copy of your lease, your tax bill, or your mortgage coupon 

book.  

4. Three pieces of current mail with your current address (no junk mail)                                                                                                    

5. Your photo ID showing current address. 

If you know a family who has a child entering kindergarten who might not receive our newsletter, please 
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share this information with them and have them call the main office.  

 EARLY ADMISSION INTO KINDERGARTEN 

An early admission into kindergarten process is available for students demonstrating advanced learning 

characteristics. Parents may request that their child be screened for early admission into kindergarten at Fort 

Garrison if their child turns five (5) years of age after September 1, 2017, and no later than October 14, 2017. 

The parent must submit a written request for early admission to the principal no later than June 1, 2017. The 

letter of request should include the following information: name of child, child’s date of birth, name, address 

and phone number of parent, and reason for the request. 

EMERGENCY DRILLS 

Throughout the year we practice a variety of drills to prepare us for any emergency situation that might 

arise.  Each month we are required to hold a fire drill.  A minimum of twice a year we also hold the following 

drills: severe weather drills, 500 Foot drills (in the event that we need to move a great distance away from the 

building), and lock down drills.  At the beginning of the year the teachers are provided with a set of 

procedures for each type of drill and we reflect on the effectiveness of the drills as a staff following a drill. 

We then make any adjustments to the drill procedures that might be needed.  We take the safety of our 

students and staff very seriously and these drills help all of us be prepared in the event of an emergency. 

FORGOTTEN HOMEWORK  

 One of the most difficult challenges that parents face is to let their children experience 

the negative consequences of their actions or inaction’s.  At Fort Garrison we are trying 

to teach the students   responsibility for their class work and homework.  One of the 

policies we have is that students are not allowed to return to their classrooms after 

school hours when they have forgotten their homework.  Every classroom teacher 

provides time at the end of the day for the students to pack up the materials they need for their homework.  

They also encourage the students to have a homework buddy to call in case they forget their homework. 

Please support our efforts to help your child be responsible.  

MEETING WITH TEACHERS 

It is important that parents and teachers communicate on a regular basis regarding student progress and 

achievement.  Parents are encouraged to contact a teacher to request information regarding their child’s 

performance in school in the following ways: a note placed in the teacher’s mailbox, a phone message left 

with the secretary, or an email message. Teachers have requested that parents not stop them in the hall or 

drop by their rooms for on-the-spot conferences, as teachers will not have information prepared to share.  In 

addition, teachers cannot leave their children to meet with parents who stop in the building to talk with them.  

Your assistance with this matter is greatly appreciated.  Please also know that teachers cannot respond to 

emails during the school day because of their teaching responsibilities.  I ask that all staff respond to emails 

and phone calls within 48 hours. 

VISITORS 

 All visitors to school need to register in the school office upon entering the building.  Baltimore County does 

not allow visitors, including parents, to walk through the school without a Visitor’s badge. Please remember 
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to bring a photo ID with you so that Robin can sign you in our Raptor system.  In addition, parents may not 

walk to classrooms to collect their children for dismissal, as this causes interruptions in the instructional 

programs.  Our children work hard to focus on instruction, and it is often difficult to regain their focus 

following an interruption.  If you need to collect your child from school before the end of the school day, 

please stop into the school office and the secretaries will contact the teacher.  All parents are encouraged 

to schedule doctor’s visits and outside appointments after school hours so that their child can maximize their 

time in school. 

Visitors should never be entering classrooms if the teacher is not in the room.  If you need to leave a note for 

a teacher, the staff has requested that you place the note in their mailbox in the office, not on their desk. 

STAKEHOLDER SURVEY 

Staff are asked to ensure that colleagues and school communities have the opportunity to take the BCPS 

Stakeholder Survey so that results will truly reflect Team BCPS. Past survey feedback has been used to guide 

school improvement, staff training, office safety, and office reorganization.  

The survey will be available online at www.bcps.org from Monday, January 30, 2017, through Friday, March 3, 

2017, for Team BCPS stakeholders: students in Grades 4-12, parents/caregivers, community members, and all 

staff. Staff may take the survey via smart phone, tablet, or computer. It takes five minutes or less to complete, is 

anonymous, and will be available in 16 languages for students, parents, and community members.  

Principals may refer to the principals’ toolkit for tips, key messages, and template items for school newsletters, 

Web sites, phone messages, and parent letters. BCPS employees who are also BCPS parents and parents with 

children in more than one school are encouraged to take the survey more than once to reflect their 

experience with each role or with each child’s school.  

 

Questions regarding this information should be directed to the following individual(s):  

Christine Koth, Director 443-809-3845 

MAKING UP WORK WHEN ABSENT  

 When your child is ill and not able to be in school, please know that the teachers will 

collect work for them to make up when they return to school.  It is difficult to provide 

work for your child on the day of their absence or prior to a trip because they are also 

missing the instruction that goes along with that work.  We appreciate how   supportive the Fort 

Garrison families are at ensuring that their children make up missed work.   

As you plan family vacations, please try very hard not to plan them during school days.  Our instructional 

program is rigorous and    challenging and it is difficult to “catch” students up when they return from an 

extended break.  In addition we strive to exceed the state standard for excellent attendance each quarter 

and need your support to maintain our high attendance standard.  Baltimore County strives to have an 

average daily attendance of 95%.  Please check your child’s report card to see what their average daily 

attendance was for the first two quarters. 

LOST AND FOUND 

There are many valuable items collecting in the Fort Garrison Elementary School’s Lost & Found box. If your 

child is missing a coat, hat, pair of mittens, scarf, lunchbox, or other personal items, please check in the box 

located outside of the cafeteria. All items left unclaimed will be donated to a local charity in the spring. 

http://www.bcps.org/
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ABSENCE NOTES 

Please send in a note to inform the school of the reason that your child is absent. The reason for the absence 

is noted on the students’ attendance records. When notes are not received, the absence is considered 

unexcused. Your assistance with this important procedure would be greatly appreciated. 

CAFETERIA MONEY 

When sending money into school to be placed on your children’s lunch 

accounts, please make sure the envelopes indicate your children’s names. At 

times, we receive envelopes containing checks that are merely labeled 

cafeteria. If you are sending in one check or one sum of cash that is to be 

divided between two or more children, please clearly explain how the money is to be 

divided among the children.   

SCHOOL BANKING 

Accounts can be opened anytime. Please see Mrs. Grapes for further information and for an application. 

Dates for the remainder of the year are: 

Feb. 17th  March 17th   April 21st  May 19th  June 9th  

PE NEWS MRS. GRAPES  

Students have continued to learn about fitness concepts in class like cardiovascular endurance and most 

recently muscular strength and endurance. They have been trying to identify activities that belong to each 

of the categories so they can better understand what their body needs to be healthy. Soon we will 

introduce the last fitness component of flexibility and how this helps our body be healthy too. The 4th and 5th 

graders have begun Fitnessgram testing in order for them to assess their current fitness levels in the three 

component areas. These are not graded assignments as far as their scores are concerned. They are for 

informational purposes only and you will receive their scores by the end of the school year to see where they 

are at. All grade levels have been working on their ball skills in relation to basketball type skills. Please 

continue to make sure your students has their sneakers for class so they can participate safely in all the 

activities. 

During the week of February 6-10th, our 5th graders will be participating in the ballroom dance program. It’s 

an exciting week and so many transformations take place from beginning to end. The 5th grade parents are 

reminded that they may join us for their final performance on Friday, February 10th at 2 PM to see all they 

have learned. Please have your student dress up that day because it enhances the performance. We look 

forward to seeing many of you that day and don’t forget your dancing shoes too! 

ART NEWS FROM MRS. HULSE  

Thank you to everyone who turned out for our first Student Council Empty Bowls Night. We decorated and 

donated 67 bowls to help provide for the hungry, homeless, and those living in poverty. 

The bowls are fired. Here is the link to the page they are on. Scroll to the bottom. They will enlarge when you 

click on the photo. http://kathyfickdesigns.com/empty-bowls-photos 

https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=yknmQkwUHCKDLBYzAHVV4pzjjPxhLfVYatKKf-Sh4YXkehiUAE_UCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2furl%3fa%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fkathyfickdesigns.com%2fempty-bowls-photos%26c%3dE%2c1%2cXWpEN6O2dwTMUJ5pdLfQDV4hXVJkwe3gWH8iHk5Kl-sEOrYRckaTM6oiXpiJUFpsPXrHtHo8NPyJpZBgrm2xGigNELCay_TcP0nynfHy11xnZqA%2c%26typo%3d1
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March is Youth Art Month! 

Congratulations to artists Georgia C., 3rd grade and Ben R., 4th grade for having their work selected to 

represent FGES at the annual BCPS Youth at Month Show at the Walters Art Museum! The show will be up 

March 1-12 with an artist reception Sunday March 12. 

Two more opportunities for FGES artists during Youth Art Month: 

OMHS Exhibit*: Student work will be featured at the Regional BCPS Art Show at Owings Mills High School. 

Elementary, Middle, and High School work from area schools will be on view. A reception for artists and art 

activities for all will be held Wednesday, March 22. 

Pikesville Library Art Exhibit*: Our third annual exhibit will take place during the month of March. Come 

celebrate the work of FGES artists and create an artist book Wednesday March 15 from 6-8 

*Families will be notified by February 24 of inclusion in these shows 

Volunteers are needed to help make these events a success. Please contact Mrs. Hulse ghulse@bcps.org if 

you would like to volunteer to help prepare student work for the shows or help with activities during our 

reception at the library. 

Welcome Megan Ertel to the FGES art room! Mrs. Ertel is a student intern from Towson University and will be 

with us during February and March. 

Follow Fort Garrison Art @HulseGhulse on Twitter for art room news and to view student work. 

MUSIC NOTES- MRS. CASE & MR. STOJAK 

Thank you to all the friends and family who came out to support the First and Second Grade students 

in their production of The Bear Went Over the Mountain.  I was very proud of their accomplishments! 

In Vocal Music class, Third Grade students have begun using recorders.  Each student is responsible 

for bringing their recorder with them each week.   The Third Grade classes come to Music on the following 

days: 

 Monday - Spaulding 

 Tuesday – Rotating 

 Thursday – Kilmer 

 Friday – Levine 

I recommend that students keep their recorders in their backpack.  They should practice using the resources 

posted on BCPSOne and immediately return the recorder to their backpack. 

 Recorder Ensemble students have made significant progress on three of the eight songs we are 

learning.  Please check with your students to be sure they are practicing at home several times per week. 

 Fourth and Fifth Grade students have started Chorus rehearsals for the second semester.  They will 

perform a musical on Tuesday, May 2nd, 2017.  Stay tuned to subsequent newsletters for concert information 

and opportunities to volunteer. 

 

mailto:ghulse@bcps.org
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FROM THE NURSE- MRS. CAULK 

H Hand washing to prevent transmitting illness 

E Essential to have an order for medications-even OTC 

A Adequate sleep and nutrition to keep immune systems strong 

L Look for Live- Weekly-tiny white oval eggs on hair shafts 

T Temperature Check- keep students home if temp is 100 or more 

H Humidify the air to decrease nosebleeds, chapped lips and dry itchy skin 

 

S Sneezing and coughing? Cover, tissues, wash hands! 

U Upgrade to a spare winter change of clothes in your child’s locker 

I Ingest fluids of great quantities to keep well hydrated, and get immunized 

T Take precautions- stay home until free of vomiting or diarrhea or 24 hrs. 

E Enjoy the winter with your children 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

 

 

 

       

  During the month of February, our counseling lessons are focused on Appreciating Differences and learning 

about Unity. The students will also be participating in a Kindness Challenge later this month. 

 This May, I would love to host a Career Day at Fort Garrison. Last year, we hosted 15 parents who came to 

share information about their career with our students. If you are interested in sharing your time and career 

information with our students, please email me at clepley@bcps.org and we can start planning this exciting 

event! 

  Even though the weather has not cooperated, we are in the season of the school year where meanness 

seems to pop up. More recess and lunch conflicts tend to occur this time of year. Review with your child the 

ways that they can resolve a conflict peacefully with a peer. I am working hard in my counseling lessons to 

teach and allow students to practice these skills. It is a crucial life skill for children to be able to work things 

mailto:clepley@bcps.org
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out with peers. The students should be able to tell you many strategies they have for resolving a friendship 

problem. Thanks for helping me to empower the students in this area! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

     Thanks for all that you do to support the school counseling program here at Fort Garrison!  

Kate Lepley        

clepley@bcps.org  

 

CHANGES IN INFORMATION 

If your address, home phone number, cell phone number, work phone number, or other emergency 

information changes, please notify the school office immediately. All changes should be made in writing, 

addressed to the school office, and signed by you. In the event of an address change, the school should be 

notified in writing within 10 days of the change. After notifying the school, updated proof of residency 

information will be required to be presented to the school office. 

We ask that you comply with this request as it is important for the school to have the most up-to-date 

information concerning your children in the event of an emergency.  Our automated call out system will 

send the message and/or text to the primary number listed in our database.  Oftentimes parents wonder 

why they are not receiving these messages, however their cell phone number may have changed and we 

haven’t been notified.  Please remember to keep all of your information current so that the school can 

effectively communicate important information to you. 

WEATHER INFORMATION 

With the arrival of colder weather and the chance for inclement weather, parents may find the following 

resources helpful in determining if and when schools are closing early. To hear the latest information about 

weather related delays or closings, please call Baltimore County Public Schools at 410-887-5555 at any time. 

Please do not call the school office with questions related to weather or school closings. In addition, 

information about school closings, weather related closings, school policies, and current events may be 

obtained by visiting the Baltimore County Public Schools website at www.bcps.org. Parents are also 

encouraged to sign up for email notification through www.schoolsout.com. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT 

Message from the PTA President: 

I hope all of you by now receive our monthly newsletter that is separate from this one.  If not please let us 

know.   

As we gear up for the end of year please consider getting more involved with the PTA.  We are a strong 

organization that can’t survive without the active parents who join us at events or help behind the scenes.  If 

you are interested in getting more involved or even to sit on a committee or chair an event I encourage you 

to join us at the next PTA meeting and/or reach out to me personally.   We are looking for nominations for 

President and Treasurer for the 2017-2018 school year.    

mailto:clepley@bcps.org
http://www.schoolsout.com/
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Talking about PTA – our PTA meetings have changed.  Below are the upcoming PTA meeting dates.  Please 

note they are now the 3rd TUESDAY of every month at 6:30 pm.  And more exciting Hot Spots our after-care 

program has offered to babysit any child for FREE the nights of our meetings. 

 I am hoping this accommodation will encourage more parents to join us at the meetings.  Again, our school 

won’t be as strong unless the parents get involved.   

 Upcoming Meetings: 

Tuesday, February 21 

Tuesday, March 21 

Tuesday, April 18 

Tuesday, May 23 

My door is always open so please reach out with any questions or concerns. 

Jessica Normington 

jnormington@gmail.com 

 

             

mailto:jnormington@gmail.com
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